
PSAT Info 
PSAT stands for Preliminary SAT. It is good practice for the SAT, which contains the same types                 
of questions.The PSAT tests reasoning skills, placing a strong focus on the knowledge, skills, and               
understandings most important for success after high school. There is an emphasis on a student’s               
ability to determine the meaning of words in extended contexts and how word choice shapes               
meaning, tone, and impact. The test measures a student’s skills in two core areas: Evidence-Based               
Reading and Writing, and Math, and is composed of three sections—Reading, Writing, and Math.              
Total testing time is 2 hours and 45 minutes. 
 

 

SAT Info 
The SAT Reasoning Test is a standard college entrance examination that is comprised of three               
tests: Reading, Math, Writing & Language, plus an optional Essay. Some colleges may require              
the Essay, so be sure to ask before you register for the SAT. 
 
The Evidence-Based Reading and Writing section consists exclusively of critical reading           
questions designed to test your reading and grammar skills at the sentence, paragraph, and              
passage level. This 65-minute portion of the test includes 4 individual passages and 1 pair of                
passages. It has 52 questions. The passages themselves may include narrative, persuasive and             
informative passages, with topics ranging from classic and contemporary literature from the US             
and the world, social sciences, historically important documents, and basic concepts and recent             
developments in science. The Evidence-Based Writing section is made up of 4 passages and 44               
multiple choice questions and lasts for 35 minutes. The topics of these passages always include               
careers, social studies, the humanities, and science. 
 
The Math section includes 2 sections and a total of 58 questions. In the first section, calculators                 
are not permitted, and it contains 20 questions and lasts for 25 minutes. The second section has 38                  
questions, and lasts for 55 minutes, and you can use a calculator. Within the entire Math section,                 
there are four main content areas: fundamental algebra involving linear equations and            
inequalities, problem solving and data analysis, advanced concepts in algebra, including quadratic            
and higher-order equations, and finally additional topics including geometry, trigonometry, and           
complex numbers. 

The Optional Essay section allows you to show your ability to comprehend source material,              
analyze an argument, and write effectively. The essay prompt asks you to read and analyze a                
provided passage and write an essay, using up to 50 minutes. Essays are graded on three specific                 
criteria: Reading, Analysis, and Writing, each of which is measured on a scale of 2 to 8, yielding                  
a score range of 6-24. 

 

SAT Subject Tests Info 
Subject Tests are required by some colleges for admission and/or placement in freshman-level             
courses. Each Subject Test measures the student's knowledge of a specific subject and the ability               
to apply that knowledge. Students should check with each institution for its specific requirements. 



Subject Tests are given in the following areas: Literature, U.S. History, World History,             
Mathematics Level 1, Mathematics Level 2, Biology E/M, Chemistry, Physics, Chinese with            
listening, French, French with listening, German, German with listening, Spanish, Spanish with            
listening, Modern Hebrew, Italian, Latin, Japanese with listening, Korean with listening. 
 
 

ACT Info 
The ACT contains four multiple-choice tests—English, mathematics, reading, and science—and          
an optional writing test. These tests are designed to measure skills that are most important for                
success in postsecondary education and that are acquired in secondary education. The score range              
for each of the four multiple-choice tests is 1–36. The Composite score is the average of the four                  
test scores rounded to the nearest whole number. 
 
The ACT English test puts an examinee in the position of a writer who makes decisions to revise                  
and edit a text. Short texts and essays in different genres provide a variety of rhetorical situations.                 
Passages are chosen for their appropriateness in assessing writing and language skills and to              
reflect students’ interests and experiences. 
 
The ACT mathematics test assesses the skills students typically acquire in courses taken through              
grade 11. The material covered on the test emphasizes the major content areas that are               
prerequisites to successful performance in entry-level courses in college mathematics. Knowledge           
of basic formulas and computational skills are assumed as background for the problems, but recall               
of complex formulas and extensive computation are not required. 
 
The ACT reading test measures the ability to read closely, reason logically about texts using               
evidence, and integrate information from multiple sources. The test questions focus on the             
mutually supportive skills that readers must bring to bear in studying written materials across a               
range of subject areas. Specifically, questions will ask you to determine main ideas; locate and               
interpret significant details; understand sequences of events; make comparisons; comprehend          
cause-effect relationships; determine the meaning of context-dependent words, phrases, and          
statements; draw generalizations; analyze the author’s or narrator’s voice and method; analyze            
claims and evidence in arguments; and integrate information from multiple texts. 
 
The ACT science test measures the interpretation, analysis, evaluation, reasoning, and           
problem-solving skills required in the natural sciences. The test presents several authentic            
scientific scenarios, each followed by a number of multiple-choice test questions. The content of              
the test includes biology, chemistry, Earth/space sciences (e.g., geology, astronomy, and           
meteorology), and physics. The questions require you to recognize and understand the basic             
features of, and concepts related to, the provided information; to examine critically the             
relationship between the information provided and the conclusions drawn or hypotheses           
developed; and to generalize from given information to gain new information, draw conclusions,             
or make predictions. 
 
The optional ACT writing test is an essay test that measures writing skills taught in high school                 
English classes and entry level college composition courses. The test consists of one writing              
prompt that describes a complex issue and provides three different perspectives on the issue. You               
are asked to read the prompt and write an essay in which you develop your own perspective on                  
the issue. Your essay must analyze the relationship between your own perspective and one or               
more other perspectives. You may adopt one of the perspectives given in the prompt as your own,                 
or you may introduce one that is completely different from those given.  


